Ancient Treasures, Modern Insight: Vimarsha
Foundation's Agamic Education Initiative

Executive Summary: The Vimarsha Foundation is dedicated to advancing Tantric and Indic
Studies through the academic and practical exploration of Agamic Literature and Research.
Our objective is to deliver a comprehensive, tradition-infused, and academically robust
education, while preserving and promoting our Sastras for the benefit of future generations
and fostering global interest in Agamic studies. This type of education demands not only
textual and theoretical research but also practical demonstrations of diverse Yogic, artistic,
and ritual practices inherent in Agamic Shastras. To support these academic pursuits, we
are actively searching for a suitable physical space.

In the contemporary landscape of education, various institutions and universities have
embraced the rich heritage of the Vedas, Vedanga, Puranas, Itihasas, Smrti, Dharmasastra,
Satras, and Upanisads. They offer a diverse range of accredited programs, spanning from
certificate courses to postgraduate studies and even Ph.D. programs. However, within this
expansive tapestry of ancient Indian knowledge, a noticeable gap persists in the exploration
and study of the Tantras. This enigmatic realm of Indian philosophy, particularly the intricate
corpus of Agamic literature, has been overlooked in the current educational landscape.
Bridging this gap and integrating the study of the Agamas is essential to provide a holistic
understanding of India's philosophical heritage and offer students a comprehensive
perspective on the diverse facets of ancient wisdom.

The Agamas, integral to the religious literature of Bharata, represent a distinct class of
scriptures that are separate from the Vedas. They hold authoritative status akin to the
Vedas, embodying the truth revealed by Lord Siva in intimate conversations with Mother
Parvatl. Composed in a dialogical format, these texts capture the exchange of questions and
answers between Siva and Parvati. Categorized into Saiva, Sakta, Buddhist, or Vaisnava
traditions based on their association with Siva, Sakti, Buddha, or Visnu, respectively, the
Agamas encompass 92 in the Siva traditions. Among them, 10 are Siva Agamas, 18 are
Rudra Agamas, and 64 are Bhairava Agamas, with the latter commonly referred to as
Tantras. These texts serve as the essential literature for grasping the profound philosophy
embedded within the Agamic scriptures, forming the philosophical bedrock underpinning
numerous practices and shared beliefs within Hindu Dharma. For example, Vedic rituals of
prana pratistha at temples are, in fact, taken from the Agama Sastras.

In ancient times, the Gurukula system played a crucial role in the transmission of religious
knowledge and values, emphasizing personal guidance, individualized instruction, and a
holistic approach to education. Characterized by long-term commitment to learning, students
lived with their gurus for extended periods, fostering continuous and immersive education.
Gurukula students learned not only from books but also from direct experiences. Practical
aspects of religious rituals, ceremonies, and community service were integrated into the
curriculum, providing a well-rounded education.

To fully appreciate and utilize traditional knowledge systems, reinstating and reinventing the
Gurukula system is necessary, making it relevant to the modern context, with the objective of
finding and proposing solutions to contemporary problems by leveraging the learnings from
the ancient Indian philosophies.



The Vimarsha Foundation is a modern school (gurukula) that reflects on the ancient wisdom
of the Agamic traditions. It engages the wisdom of Rsis and sages, fostering a creative
dialogue in the humanities and social sciences. The organization facilitates collaboration
between Dharma philosophical traditions (Darsanas) and western philosophies on
contemplative, experiential, and scientific empirical levels. It aims to promote awareness of
alternative (non-Western) philosophies and worldviews, considering them valuable
resources for addressing global problems. The Foundation also fosters dialogue between
science, the humanities, as well as Dharmic and other global spiritual traditions. Lastly, it
actively supports the implementation of scientific findings derived from the philosophical
underpinnings of the Dharma traditions in all disciplines of education.

Currently, Vimarsha provides online education through its dedicated platform at
www.vimarshafoundation.org, delivering courses in the form of recorded lectures that
delve into Sarvamnaya philosophy and its associated texts. With over 3500 registered
students worldwide, the foundation offers a diverse range of courses that are accessible for
self-paced learning.

The essence of Vimarsha is rooted in the Sarvamnaya tradition of Agamic training.
Sarvamnaya is a living tradition, which has persisted unbroken from ancient times,
assimilating diverse waves of Tantric practices from various periods and locations within
South Asia. Serving as a cohesive force, Sarvamnaya encapsulates a broad spectrum of
spirituality and philosophy spanning various Dharmic religions. It encompasses unique
paradigms and methodologies for transmitting knowledge to successive generations, often
beyond the scope of conventional books or academic papers.

The Vimarsha Foundation is helmed by Dr. Sthaneshwar Timalsina, a distinguished
academic and professor. He holds the esteemed position of Endowed Chair in Classical
Indic Humanities at the State University of New York at Stony Brook in Long Island, NY.
Professor Timalsina holds a Master’s degree from Sampurnanand University, Varanasi,
India (1991), and a Ph.D. from Martin Luther University, Halle, Germany (2005), with a focus
on the history of Advaita philosophy. He was traditionally trained, consecrated with
sarvadhikara-sarvasamrajya diksa and is authorized as Saivacarya within Nepali
Sarvamnaya Order by his diksa gurus: Prem Chetan from Baglung (Nepal), and Sarhkara
Caitanya Bharatt from Kashmir. Khaptad Baba, also from Kashmir, was his Yoga guru. He
was taught the Vedas, Nyaya, Mimarsa, Vedanta, Saiva Siddhanta, Trika, Mahartha and
other $astras in Nepal and Varanasi, by the aforementioned teachers as well as others such
as Tanka Prasad Timalsina, Vidyanath Upadhyaya, Ramananda Giri, Mahesananda Giri,
Ramji Malviya, Vraja Vallabha Dvivedi and Hemendra Nath Chakravarty.

Vimarsha Foundation prioritizes academic excellence, with a focus on studying original
scriptures, particularly the Agamas. We expect to achieve the following broad academic
outcomes:

e Independent exploration and translation of $astras.

e Acquisition of foundational knowledge for advanced studies.

e Mastery of selected Agamic subjects through term projects.

e Specialized training in research methodologies for examining original scriptures.

e Ability to correctly understand the meaning of the scriptures within the context of the
tradition.

e Publish research papers in reputable academic journals on Agamic Shastras



To fulfill this vision, The Vimarsha Foundation seeks to establish a physical space for the
'Vimarsha Gurukula.' The Gurukula will admit students for Agamic studies, and feature
activities and courses aligned with the following objectives:
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Guide practitioners through diverse Agamic practices.

Delve into a comprehensive study of Agamic literature.

Conduct research leading to the publication of papers in esteemed academic
journals.

Undertake interdisciplinary studies to bridge Agamas with science, humanities,
sociology, and more, facilitating insightful comparisons.

Collaborate on research projects linking Agamas with the field of medicine.

Publish materials to enlighten the public about the central role of Agamas in
Sanatana Dharma.

Train students in various Agamic rituals, including Prana Pratistha, Yajfia, Yantra and
Mandala Puja, and other essential ceremonies to prepare them as adept priests.
Provide a platform for global scholars to share insights on Agamas through lectures,
fostering a rich exchange of knowledge among students and experts.

Digitize and safeguard authentic scriptures and rare books.

Grant students the opportunity to explore rare literature.

Establish a centralized repository and archive for Agamic literature.

To effectively achieve our mission, we envision a well-equipped infrastructure for the
Vimarsha Gurukula, including:
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State-of-the-art classrooms for students immersed in diverse subjects.

A multifunctional space comprising an auditorium and amphitheater for hosting
various events.

Meeting rooms and a boardroom to facilitate collaborative discussions and decision-
making.

Dedicated rooms for administrative tasks, ensuring efficient organizational
management.

Yajhasalas designed for conducting profound yajias.

Expansive open and lush areas, creating a serene environment conducive to focused
studies.

An initial residential block with approximately 20 rooms, catering to resident students
and visiting scholars.

Well-designed dining areas to accommodate the needs of students and staff.
Segregated spaces for support and maintenance functions, including kitchens and
utility areas.

Facilities for support functions such as engineering support for repairs and
maintenance, as well as cleaning services to maintain the premises at the highest
standards.

. A comprehensive fully operational library and digital infrastructure for online

research.

To actualize this comprehensive vision, we require a strategic allocation of resources:

Land: A sprawling 10-acre expanse to facilitate open, lush areas and accommodate
diverse infrastructural needs.



e Building Area: Approximately 100,000 square feet for the construction of
meticulously planned facilities, including classrooms, auditorium, meeting rooms,
administrative spaces, Yajhasalas, residences, dining areas, and support functions.

In this extensive campus, the Foundation's initiatives, spanning academic pursuits to
spiritual practices, will unfold seamlessly within an environment meticulously crafted for
optimal learning, collaboration, and growth.

In conclusion, Sastric studies, research and practical teaching centered around the Agamas
is becoming increasingly rare. This could result in a loss of cultural and transformative
knowledge for future generations. To bridge this crucial gap and promote awareness of
alternative philosophies, a physical space for Vimarsha Gurukula is indispensable. A
dedicated infrastructure would provide the necessary space for immersive and experiential
learning, enabling students to engage in practical aspects of religious rituals, ceremonies,
and community service, akin to the traditional Gurukula system.



